The painful experience of inappropriate therapy of snake bites: a report of two cases.
Recognizing the exact species of snake and specific antivenin administration are the most important modality of treatment for poisonous snake bites. In Taiwan, there are six kinds of medically important snakes--two species of Elapidae and four species of Viperidae. Two kinds of polyvalent antivenins and one monovalent antivenin are available. But for snake bites, questions about the prescription of antivenins are still the major problems addressed to the Poison Control Center. Improper use of antivenin may delay a patient's recovery from snake poisoning and even lead to mortality. Here, two cases of snake bites are presented. Each had severe complications and mortality as a result of inappropriate therapy, and the most rational management of snake bite in Taiwan is discussed, too.